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Laredo, Tex., December 3, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Yesterday's report should show 1 death. Unable to obtain a 
report to-day. New Laredo reports nothing. No report from Minera 
or Cannel. Fifty-nine houses, containing 207 rooms, fumigated; 963 
containers, 25 wells, 12 excavations, 16 tanks, and 100 premises oiled, 
and 437 premises inspected. Yesterday's temperature, 71° and 36°; 
to-day, 82° and 35°. * * * 

Frick. 

Laredo, Tex., December 4, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Laredo, New Laredo, and Minera report nothing. Nine hundred 
and forty-one containers, 23 wells, 19 tanks, and 92 premises oiled; 
365 premises inspected; 38 houses, containing 123 rooms, disinfected. 
Temperature, 55° and 42°. A norther, with rain, to-da\'. 

Frick. 

Laredo, Tex. , December 5, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

New Laredo, Minera, and Cannel no report. Fumigated 45 
houses containing 144 rooms; 578 containers, 21 wells, 4 tanks, 9 exca- 
vations, and 76 premises oiled. Two hundered and four premises 
inspected. Temperature 55° and 48°. To-day there has been a case in a 
neighborhood of the better class, somewhat isolated, the original focus 
of infection ; members of the same family now immune. Disagreeable 
weather continues. 

Frick. 

Laredo, Tex. , December 6, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

No report from New Laredo, Minera, or Cannel. Temperature 60° 
and 46°. No active operations to-day. There is one case reported 
to-day in a thickly settled section, a neighborhood of the poorer class. 
The patient arrived here eight days ago from Saltillo. Now isolated 
one lodging and boarding house, September 20. 

Frick. 

Laredo, Tex., December 7, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

No report from Minera, Cannel, or New Laredo. One case sus- 
pected yellow fever in three days;' positive to-day. Fumigated 55 
houses, containing 203 rooms; 320 containers, 17 wells, 20 tanks, and 
29 premises oiled; 168 premises inspected. Temperature, 70° and 32°. 

Frick. 

Inspection of Monclova and Eeata, Mex.,for yelloto fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume, at Eagle Pass, reports, November 
27, as follows: 

I have the honor to state that on the morning of November 25 I 
visited Monclova and Reata, Mexico, in company with Dr. L. Canta, 
Mexican Federal health officer, and General Manager Martin and 
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Superintendent Sheridan, of the Mexican International Railroad, 
Mr. Martin furnishing- a special train for the purpose. 

I learned from private sources on November 24 that yellow fever 
existed at Monclova, and went at once and interviewed the officials of 
the Mexican International Railroad and Doctor Canta, with the result 
that Mr. Martin furnished a special train for the purpose of visiting 
Monclova and Reata and ascertaining the exact condition of affairs. 

Accordingly, we left C. P. Diaz on the morning of the 25th instant, 
arrived at Monclova at 11 a. m., held an interview with the presidente 
(mayor) of Monclova and the local physicians. We learned that the 
old town of Monclova was quarantined against the new town (railroad 
station, offices, etc.) on account of two cases of fever at the new town. 
The old town also had a case of yellow fever. 

Recommended that we go at once and visit the cases, which we did. 
Result, all were pronounced cases yellow fever; two cases in new town, 
one in old town. The case in old town, I learned by private sources, 
died yesterday morning. 

We also inspected the streets and five houses in old Monclova; 
found everything in strictly unsanitary condition, the town getting 
its water supply from the mountains by means of a large, dirty ditch 
which broke up into numerous smaller ditches, thus traversing the 
city. These ditches are not kept clean. Peons wash clothes, their 
persons, drink the water, and throw dejecta into the ditches. In other 
words, the ditches act the double r61e of a water supply and a sewer. 
The houses are old and uncleanly, and are breeding spots for any 
disease. 

In the new town conditions are considerably different, the water 
supply being piped. In both towns, the poorer classes keep their 
water supply in barrels, inside the houses, with no coverings of any 
kind. In my opinion the only thing that saved Monclova from a 
great epidemic is its altitude, it being at 1,970 feet, the nights being 
cold even in summer. 

As near as I could learn (I stayed in Monclova only two hours alto- 
gether), the infection was brought to Monclova from Monterey, two 
persons dying before the disease was discovered, though there was a 
question as to the cause of death in these first two cases. These deaths 
occurred November 8. On the 17th a messenger boy working for the 
Mexican International Railroad was taken sick. He died on the 19th 
with black vomit and all the symptoms of yellow fever. Two other 
deaths occurred about the same time — one between the old and new 
towns, the other in the old town. 

In all, there have been 6 certain cases, 1 suspicious case, and 4 deaths. 
On November 19 and 20 Monclova had one-fourth and one-half inch 
of ice. The last case developed on 20th instant, which is the suspi- 
cious case above referred to. All cases now have medical attention. 
I notified the president that he must raise the quarantine between the 
two towns; isolate, screen, and care for the sick; screen houses, and 
put patients under mosquito bars; also oil all water barrels and scrub 
same every time a new supply of water was put in them; this precau- 
tion being for its moral effect, as after thoroughly examining all 
the houses visited and the water barrels I failed to find any trace of 
the stegomyia. I have just received a telegram from the governor of 
Coahuila thanking the Bureau for services rendered and stating that 
all recommendations would be carried out. Since the cold spell in 
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Monclova I believe all mosquitoes are dead, and do not expect to hear 
of any more cases there. 

We left Monclova at about 1.30 p. m. for Reata, which place was 
reached at 4 p. m. Reata is only a small place, the junction' of the 
Monterey branch of -the Mexican International Railroad with the main 
line. A detention camp is in operation there, where all persons com- 
ing from Monterey are held for a period of five days prior to their 
entering any other towns in Mexico. 

Reata has an altitude of 3,000 feet, and is situated near the moun- 
tains. It is a fine place for a detention camp, which is located 1 kilo- 
meter east of the station, but the conditions at the camp are not 
satisfactory. 

One case of yellow fever, moribund, was found in the camp. 

There is no possibility of spread of yellow fever at Reata. 

The climate is rather cool all of the time. There was ice on 18th, 
19th, and 20th instants. 

Inspection at El Paw, Tex. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Alexander reports, November 28, as 
follows: Week ended November 28, 1903 — Mexican Central passengers 
inspected, 296; Mexican immigrants inspected, 83; disinfection of 
soiled linen imported for laundry, 514 pieces; fumigation of carload 
of fruit in boxes imported from Tampico. 

Measures against smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian border. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hammond, at Van Buren, Me., reports, 
December 3, through Surgeon Kalloch, the disinfection of 12 houses 
and quarantining of 20, and the presence of 65 cases of smallpox in 
the Madawaska region during the month of November. 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Connecticut — Stamford. — Month of October, 1903. Estimated 
population, 18,000. Total number of deaths not reported. No deaths 
from contagious diseases. 

Illinois — Peoria. — Month of November, 1903. Census population, 
56,100. Total number of deaths Q<o, including diphtheria 4, enteric 
fever 2, and 6 from tuberculosis. 

Michigan. — Reports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended November 28, 1903, from 74 observers, indicate that 
enteric fever, scarlet fever, pleuritis, pneumonia, measles, and inflam- 
mation of the brain were more prevalent, and diphtheria, remittent 
fever, dysentery, whooping cough, inflammation of bowels were less 
prevalent. 

Meningitis was reported present at 1 place, whooping cough at 9, 
measles at 23, smallpox at 37, diphtheria at 39, scarlet fever at 59, 
enteric fever at 67, and phthisis pulmonalis at 182 places. 

New Hampshire — Franklin. — Month of November, 1903. Esti- 



